
 
1 

INVISIBLE WALLS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Luke 12:49-53 

Not Peace, but Division 

49 “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50 I have 

a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 

51 Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division. 52 For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two 

and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son against 

father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against 

her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 

 

Today we live in a nation divided. Our nation was divided also in 1855. It was six years 

before the Civil War, and we were divided not just over the issue of slavery. By 1855, 

thirteen states had outlawed alcohol. Most of them were northern states, but one of 

them was Texas. When I was growing up in Texas, there were still counties that were 

“dry,” meaning you could not buy alcohol there.  

 

Even the Houston neighborhood I grew up in was “dry.” My father’s aunt, Aunt Alice, 

was a proud, lifelong member of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. It was 

groups like that one which tried to get rid of alcohol. Their influence grew and waned 

over the years. But during WWI, their cause gained ground. At the time, the biggest 

beer brewers in the US were German immigrants. Anti-German sentiment was huge 

during that war.  
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So, in 1919, the 18th Amendment was successfully added to the US Constitution, 

making it illegal to manufacture or sell alcoholic beverages in any state. This divided 

the nation. But this divide still had no Mason-Dixon Line. There were two sides: the 

“wets” and the “drys.” The “drys” supported the new amendment. The “wets” were 

against it. It was like there was an invisible wall, an invisible divide running throughout 

our country. I imagine even families were divided over this issue.  

 

Throughout our world, there is an invisible wall. Jesus said, “Do you think I have come 

to bring peace on the earth? No, I tell you but rather division… in one house three 

against two and two against three… father against son and son against father...”  

People would be divided over Jesus, like an invisible wall that runs through this world, 

through the middle of nations, through the middle of families, through the middle of 

individual homes all over the globe. The issue of Jesus Christ is a divisive one. Can the 

issue of Jesus Christ even divide our hearts?  

 

Jesus said He was God. That’s not divisive for you or me, but what about other 

people? God came to us in human flesh. He was given the name Mary and Joseph 

were instructed to give Him, and they were a family. God Himself had come to restore 

His reign over this His creation. God came to break down the wall between Himself 

and us, between heaven and earth, and treated us like family. Yet, did everyone 

believe that Jesus was the Son of God?  

 

The issue of Jesus Christ is a divisive one also because He treated like family those 

whom others treat with disrespect. In order to save us, Jesus came to break down the 

walls of self-righteousness. That was seen in the difference with which He treated 

Samaritans, and a former prostitute, and tax collectors. Jesus defended a woman 

caught in adultery from bodily harm. If Jesus were here today, wouldn’t He do the 

same for those who identify as LGBTQ, treat them like family? Wouldn’t that be divisive, 

even for Christians? 

 

The issue of Jesus Christ is a divisive one, because He commanded, “Love your 

enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.” (Matt. 5:44) Jesus came to break 

down the walls of enmity and hatred that have existed between humans ever since 

Adam blamed Eve. Jesus came to “break down the dividing wall of hostility and in 
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Himself to create a new humanity out of the two, thus making peace…” Ephesians 

2:14 and 15. Who was hostile to the Jews in those days and later to the Christians? Who 

were their enemies? Who persecuted them? The Romans. But today the Romans have 

a book in the Bible named after them. Somebody made the effort to treat them like 

family. Today we might say our enemies are ISIS. If Jesus were here today, 

commanding us to love ISIS and to pray for them, would that be divisive, even within 

our own hearts? Would you be divided in your heart as to what to do? 

 

The issue of Jesus Christ was divisive within His own family. The folks in His own 

hometown tried to kill Him. Why? Because God had come down to remind His people 

of their long-standing mission: Be a light to the Gentiles. So, Jesus reminded the folks in 

Nazareth that back in the day when Israel was most in need, God looked past them. 

Instead, He cherry-picked two Gentiles over everyone else to treat like family. (Luke 

4:24-29) If someone came and said that God would aid Muslims first before helping 

any of us, and instructed you to offer that aid, to be a light to Muslims, would you have 

doubts about doing that? Would doubt sprout up in your heart like an invisible wall, 

divided as to what to do? 

 

Jesus demands your complete allegiance. “Take up your cross and follow Me,” He 

said. Did Jesus say we could follow Him but in our own way? No, Jesus knew that when 

He brought to this fallen world His way, there would be division. He knew that when He 

came to rescue us from the walls we build against God, that we build against others, 

and that we build against those words in the Bible that do not fit what with what 

believe, there would be situations in which we’d think we didn’t need rescuing. We’re 

comfortable as we are. 

 

But Jesus was bringing new life, a way to really live, a life without walls. A life of the 

dividing wall of hostility destroyed. That’s how life will be lived in the age to come, but 

that’s the life Jesus already begins to give us now. Though that life Jesus brings will be 

rejected and bring division in this age, Jesus knows the new life He gives is the only way 

that any of us can really live even as we continue to exist on this planet. So, He was 

eager “to cast this fire upon the earth,” as He put it. “Would that it were already 

kindled,” He said. Fire makes us think of judgment, but fire, as in forest fire, also brings 

forth new life. New life was what Jesus was bringing. New life was what was to be 
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accomplished through the baptism He was about to be baptized with. Jesus’ baptism 

at Golgotha, His being bathed in His own blood upon the cross would kindle, would 

ignite, a fire that would consume our sins, our darkness, and burn down the walls that 

have separated us from God and from heaven. Leaving behind new life. The new life 

of Jesus rising from the grave. The new life to which we are raised, because we were 

buried with Christ in Baptism. The new life we will have with Jesus in the age to come. 

The new life we are given now through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, holy fire, 

comfort true, igniting in us allegiance to Christ and to His way, and to His Word, to His 

commands, and to His life without walls. 

 

“Is not My Word like fire?” declares the Lord. His Word sets ablaze our walls. Beginning 

with the walls in our families, including this family we call the Christian Church. New life 

begins somewhere. Some of the things Jesus commands us to do are very difficult, but 

new life begins somewhere. Perhaps with the burning down of walls within families.  

 

A recent article in a major Christian magazine talked about this. It said that through 

Jesus’ bloody death, the dividing wall of hostility has been destroyed. Therefore every 

black Christian man is the brother of every white Christian man. Every black Christian 

woman is the sister of every white Christian woman. We are one family, though to say, 

“Why can’t we all just get along?” is asking a bit much. We don’t like to admit it, but 

white people don’t know what it is to be a black person in America.  

 

So, where does breaking down this wall and being family even start? The writer of the 

article told the story of how he had been recently contacted by a private investigator, 

who told him, “You have a sister named Betty Johnson.” The writer had never in all his 

life met or been told about a sister named Betty. But when it became clear that she 

truly was his half-sister, he knew he wanted to meet her, to talk with her, to get to know 

her, and to get to love her like a sister. Because that’s what family does. Doing what 

families do is where healing begins, that’s where walls begin to come down from 

between white people and black people, or any other wall, as the new life Jesus gives 

us helps you and me to be Jesus here in the flesh today, treating others like family.   

Amen. 

 


